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Study Refutes Finding That Boys Benefit from Sex With
Adults

By Christine Hall

- CNSNews.com Staff Writer

December 19, 2001

(CNSNews.com) - Three-and-a-half years after the American
Psychological Association (APA) published a study concluding that
sex between adults and minors is not necessarily abusive and may
even be a positive experience for the children, a new study attempts
to debunk that notion.

The 1998 study contained "fundamental flaws that are an
embarrassment to science," charged the authors of the new study,
whose work has also been published in the APA's Psychological
Bulletin.

"Some of the paper's most glaring misrepresentations led to the
conclusions most celebrated by pedophiles," said co-author Joyanna
Silberg, Ph.D., a child psychologist at Sheppard Pratt Hospital in
Baltimore, Md. In fact, the North American Man/Boy Love
Association (NAMBLA) did praise the 1998 study.

"From a public health standpoint it is very dangerous, as pedophile
websites and newsletters are using these erroneous claims to justify
abusing children," said Silberg's colleague and co-author, Stephanie
Dallam. According to Dallam, an Arizona elementary school teacher
who was convicted of abusing young boys used the 1998 study to
argue for a reduced sentence.

"They had absolutely no data to support ... an assertion" that
"consenting" boys aren't harmed by sex with adults, said Silberg.

The 1998 "meta-analysis" (a compilation of 59 independent studies)
concluded that college students who had been sexually abused as
children were only "slightly less well adjusted" than their peers. The
study also found that women were more likely than men to remember
childhood sexual contact negatively: 72 percent of women recalled it
negatively, compared to less than half of men. According to the
study, a minority of men and women said they suffered long-term
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Silberg and her colleagues also criticize the first study for reporting

that most men did not suffer negative effects from childhood sexual

abuse. They "failed to note that the men's subjective perceptions did Other Headlines in the

not correlate with their results on objective measures." For example, News:

compared to their non-abused peers, more than twice as many abused

men said they had used illegal drugs, three times as many had sought

therapy for emotional problems and five times as many said they had

attempted suicide.
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